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Berna Arda was born in Gaziantep and finished primary and secondary schools there. Between
1981 and 1987 she studied medicine in Ankara University School of Medicine. In 1987 she had
the right to enter the Department of Medical Ethics of this faculty by Medical Specialty
Examination. She attained the “doctor of science” title by finishing medical specialist degree in
1990 and also PhD program in the same field in 1993. She become associate professor in Ankara
University School of Medicine, Department of Medical Ethics in 1993 and was assigned to the
full professor position in 1999.

Dr. Arda served as associate editor for Turkish Journal of Medical Ethics (1994 -1999) and as a
member of Higher Council of Health between 2007 and 2008. She also worked as a member of
Turkish High Council of Universities, Ethical Commission (2003 — 2009) and UNESCO Turkey
National Commission, Bioethics Specialization Committee (November 2006 — March 2014).
She was elected to Honorary Committee of Ankara Chamber of Medicine ( 1998 - 2002) and
Turkish Medical Association High Disciplinary Council ( 2008-2012).

In 2010 and 2014, she was elected as a vice-president of WAML (World Association for Medical
Law) and she is one of the Governors of WAML since 2006. She is the chair of board of
International Association of Ethics Education (IAEE) for the period of 2012-2016.

Dr. Arda has been to University College of London (UCL) as guest professor in the term of
January-June 2008. She served as an expert for collecting data for Turkey on GEOBS Database4;
Ethics-related legislation and guidelines( stage 1 and stage 2, Sep. 2010- Nov. 2011). Dr. Arda
has been involved an international project; “International Research Ethics Initiative-
Turkey/Central Asia (NIH/ IR25TW009248-01) as an national advisor(2012-17).

Apart from the ethics, occupational ethics license lectures she gives as an instructor at Ankara
University School of Medicine and in other faculties of the university and “Medical Ethics and
History of Ethics” program at her own department, “Science Ethics and History of Science”
integrated lecture within the doctorate program of Ankara University Institute of Health Sciences
and “Ethics” within the doctorate program of Ankara University Institute of Biotechnology and
“Bioethics and Woman” within the Department of Woman Studies masters program of Ankara
University Institute of Social Sciences are some of the lectures she has been regularly conducted
since the 2003-2004 academic year. She also attended the “educators of ethics” courses as an
instructor in different countries (Manheim 2006, Riyadh 2007(Unesco), Baku in 2008,
Dubrovnik 2012(Unesco)).

Prof. Arda has organized several international conferences;

on the subject of “Islam and Bioethics” in April 2010 in Manavgat - Antalya, with Prof.
Rispler-Chaim of Haifa University (The proceedings book; Islam and Bioethics,(Eds. Arda and
Rispler Chaim) Ankara, 2011. ISBN: 978-975-482-930-3)

and on the “Ethics Education” in May 2014 in Ankara, as the chair of the conference of IAEE.

British Medical Journal, Journal of Medical Ethics, Journal of Medicine and Law, Journal of
Science and Engineering Ethics, Health Medicine and Philosophy are the main journals for
which she serves as reviewer. She is serving as a member of the Editorial Board of the Health,
Medicine and Philosophy, and Springer Briefs in Ethics, Science Ethics; and Ethics Editor of
Balkan Medical Journal.



Research and publication ethics, medicine and human rights, gen-ethics, bioethics, ethics
education, the historical dimension of the disease concept are her main areas of interest. Being
forty of them in English, she has more than two hundred publications ( December 2014).
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Arda B: Publication ethics from the perspective of PhD students of health sciences: A limited
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Arda B: Stopping growing up process or not? The whole problem in children who have no
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