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Berna Arda was born in Gaziantep and finished primary and secondary schools there. Between 
1981 and 1987 she studied medicine in Ankara University School of Medicine. In 1987 she had 
the right to enter the Department of Medical Ethics of this faculty by Medical Specialty 
Examination. She attained the “doctor of science” title by finishing medical specialist degree in 
1990 and also PhD program in the same field in 1993. She become associate professor in Ankara 
University School of Medicine, Department of Medical Ethics in 1993 and was assigned to the 
full professor position in 1999.  
 
Dr. Arda served as associate editor for Turkish Journal of Medical Ethics (1994 -1999) and as a 
member of Higher Council of Health between 2007 and 2008. She also worked as a member of 
Turkish High Council of Universities, Ethical Commission (2003 – 2009) and UNESCO Turkey 
National Commission, Bioethics Specialization Committee (November 2006 – March 2014).  
She was elected to Honorary Committee of Ankara Chamber of Medicine ( 1998 - 2002) and 
Turkish Medical Association High Disciplinary Council ( 2008-2012). 
 
In 2010 and 2014, she was elected as a vice-president of WAML (World Association for Medical 
Law) and she is one of the Governors of WAML since 2006. She is the chair of board of 
International Association of Ethics Education (IAEE) for the period of  2012-2016. 
 
Dr. Arda has been to University College of London (UCL) as guest professor in the term of 
January-June 2008. She served as an expert for collecting data for Turkey on GEOBS Database4; 
Ethics-related legislation and guidelines( stage 1 and stage 2, Sep. 2010- Nov. 2011). Dr. Arda 
has been involved an international project; “International Research Ethics Initiative- 
Turkey/Central Asia (NIH/ IR25TW009248-01) as an national advisor(2012-17). 
 
Apart from the ethics, occupational ethics license lectures she gives as an instructor at Ankara 
University School of Medicine and in other faculties of the university and “Medical Ethics and 
History of Ethics” program at her own department, “Science Ethics and History of Science” 
integrated lecture within the doctorate program of Ankara University Institute of Health Sciences 
and “Ethics” within the doctorate program of Ankara University Institute of Biotechnology and 
“Bioethics and Woman” within the Department of Woman Studies masters program of Ankara 
University Institute of Social Sciences are some of the lectures she has been regularly conducted 
since the 2003-2004 academic year. She also attended the “educators of ethics” courses as an 
instructor in different countries (Manheim 2006, Riyadh 2007(Unesco), Baku in 2008, 
Dubrovnik 2012(Unesco)).  
 
Prof. Arda has organized several international conferences;  
 
on the subject of “Islam and Bioethics” in April 2010 in Manavgat - Antalya, with Prof. 
Rispler-Chaim of Haifa University (The proceedings book;  Islam and Bioethics,(Eds. Arda and 
Rispler Chaim) Ankara, 2011. ISBN: 978-975-482-930-3) 
 
and on the “Ethics Education” in May 2014 in Ankara, as the chair of the conference of IAEE. 
 
British Medical Journal, Journal of Medical Ethics, Journal of Medicine and Law, Journal of 
Science and Engineering Ethics, Health Medicine and Philosophy are the main journals for 
which she serves as reviewer. She is serving as a member of the Editorial Board of the Health, 
Medicine and Philosophy, and Springer Briefs in Ethics, Science Ethics; and Ethics Editor of  
Balkan Medical Journal.  



 
Research and publication ethics, medicine and human rights, gen-ethics, bioethics, ethics 
education, the historical dimension of the disease concept are her main areas of interest. Being 
forty of them in English, she has more than two hundred publications ( December 2014). 

Published Chapters in English (from 2007) 

1. Arda B, Acıduman A: Medical Futility in Turkey, Chapter in Medical Futility A Cross 
National Study (Ed. AR Bagheri)pp.  227-245, Imperial College Press, 2013. ISBN 978-1-
84816-990-6.8  

2.  Arda B, Acıduman A: Legal Medicine in Turkey; Chapter in Textbook, Legal and Forensic 
Medicine (Ed. R G Beran) pp. 175-192, Springer -Verlag Berlin Heidelberg 2013. DOI 
10.1007/978-3-642-32338-6_4   ISBN: 978-3-642-32337-9  
 
3. Arda B, Güvercin CH: Stem cell research, ethical considerations, Chapter in Stem Cells and 
Regenerative medicine: Progress and Challenges (Ed. K Turksen) pp.341- 358, Springer 2013. 
ISSN: 2196-8985 
 
4. Arda B, Kavas MV: Turkey, Chapter in Compendium and Atlas of  Global Bioethics (Eds. H 
ten Have, B Gordijn), pp 1573-1596, Springer,  2013. 
 
5. Arda B, Acıduman A: Neuroethics and neurolaw in Turkey, Chapter in. International 
Neurolaw A Comparative Analysis, ed. Tade Matthias Spranger, Springer, pp. 289- 303, 
2012. ISBN 978-3 642- 21540- 7. 411 sayfa 
 
6. Arda B: In the Light of Democracy; Women, Bioethics and Islam in Turkey. in. Bioética: 
Herramienta de Políticas Públicas y los Derechos Fundamentales en el Siglo XXI (Ed. 
Teodora ZAMUDIO) pp. 343-378, 2012. ISBN 978-987-28182-2-7 © UMSA-UNISA-
ProDiversitas. Hecho el Depósito Ley 11.723, Buenos Aires, Octubre 2012.  
 
7. Arda B, Acıduman A: A historical perspective of infectious diseases with reference to 
Crimean-Congo Hemorrhagic Fever. in Crimean-Congo Hemorrhagic Fever, A Global 
Perspective ( Ed. C Whitehouse, Ö Ergönül) pp. 13- 22.  Springer, July 2007. ISBN 978-1-
4020-6105-9 

 

Selected articles in indexed journals (from 2000 ) 
 
İlgili Ö, Arda B:  Forensic DNA Banking Legislation in Developing Countries: Privacy 
and Confidentiality Concerns Regarding a Draft From Turkish Legislation  Revista 
Romana Bioetica, 12(3): 56-63, 2014. 
 
İlgili Ö, Arda B, Munir K: Ethics in Geriatric Medicine Research, Turkish Journal of 
Geriatrics, 17 (2): 188-195, 2014. 
 
İlgili Ö, Arda B, Munir K: Analysis of the new regulatory bioethical review framework for 
clinical trials in Turkey, Revista Romana Bioetica, 12(1): 5-14, 2014. 
 



Guvercin CH, Arda B: Parents refusing treatment of the child: A discussion about child’s health 
right and parental paternalism Clinical Ethics, 8 ( 2-3): 52-60, September 2013. 
 
Arda B: Publication ethics from the perspective of PhD students of health sciences: A limited 
experience. Journal of Science and Engineering Ethics 18(2): 213-222, June 2012.  
 
Arda B, Acıduman A, Johnston JC: A randomized controlled trial of ribavirin in Crimean Congo 
Hemorrhagic Fever: Ethical considerations, Journal of Medical Ethics, 38: 117-120, 2012. 
 
Genç Kuzuca İ, Arda B: What Can We Say About Gender Discrimination in Medicine? A 
Limited Research From Turkey. Journal of Ankara University Faculty of Medicine 2010 
63(1): 1-8. 
 
Arda B: Stopping growing up process or not?  The whole problem in children who have no 
chance to recovery. Romanian Journal of Bioethics 8(1):143- 149, January- March, 2010. 
 
Acıduman A, Arda B, Kahya E, Belen D: The Royal Book by Haly Abbas From the 
10thCentury: One of the Earliest Illustrations of the Surgical Approach to Skull Fractures 
Neurosurgery 67:1466–1475, 2010. 
 
Güvercin HC, Arda B: The perception of the concept of patient rights in Turkey: With examples 
from the press. Romanian Journal of Bioethics, Vol 8 ( 3), pp.149- 159, July – September 
2010.  
 
Arda B:  Ethical bodies: Are they possible under democratic systems? The Turkish example. 
Journal of Medicine and Law 28(3): 531-539, September 2009. 
 
Arda B: Anatolia; The cradle of modern medicine. Journal of Ankara University Faculty of 
Medicine 62(1): 8-12, 2009.  
 
Arda B, Acıduman A: An evaluation regarding the current situation of stem cell studies in 
Turkey. Stemcell Reviews and Reports, Jun;5(2):130-4, 2009. 

 
Acıduman A, Arda B, Ozakturk FG, Telatar F: What does Al-Qanun Fi Al-Tibb (The Canon of 
Medicine) say on head injuries?" Neurochirurgical Review, 32(3): 255-263, 2009. 
 

 Öztürk H, Arda B: Ethical and legal aspects of stem cell practices in Turkey: Where are we ? 
Journal of Medical Ethics 2008, (34) 12: 833-837 

Civaner M, Arda B: Do patients have responsibilities in a free-market system? A personal 
perspective. Nurs Ethics. 2008 Mar;15(2):263-73. 
 
Civaner M, Arda B: Can "presumed consent" justify the duty to treat infectious diseases? An 
analysis. BMC Infect Dis. 2008 Mar 6;8:29. 
  
Acıduman A, Arda B, Günaydın A, Belen D: Laqve (wry mouth) considered in Avicenna’s 
renowned treatise the Canon of Medicine. Neurocirugia 2008; 19: 267- 271. 
 
Güvercin HC, Arda B: Eugenic concept; from Plato to the present. Human Reproduction and 
Genetic Ethics, 14(2): 20-26, 2008. 
 



Arda B: The importance of secularism in medical ethics: the Turkish example. Reproductive 
Biomedicine Online. Supplement Ethics, Science and Moral Philosophy of Assisted Human 
Reproduction , Volume 13: 24-28, Feb 2007.  
 
 
Arda B: Trust is Not Enough: Bringing Human Rights to Medicine(invited review), British 
Medical Journal 2006; 333:1076 (18 November)  
Arda B, Acıduman A: National framework for ethics development in Turkey. Romanian 
Journal of Bioethics , Vol. 4, No: 2: 45 - 52, 2006. 

 
Arda B: The law and ethics of medical research: International bioethics and human rights. 
(invited review) British Medical Journal 331:298 30 July 2005.  
 
 
Arda B; Akşit B, Çalışır HC, Platin N, Çay Şenler F, Bokesoy I, Atasoy T, Demirdoven, Sayek 
F: How sufficient are the ethics committees? Results of a pilot study in Turkey, International 
Journal of Bioethics, 15(4): 61 – 72, 2004. 
 
 
Kemahlı S, Dokmeci F, Palaoglu O, Aktug T, Arda B, Demirel Yılmaz E, et al.: How we derived 
a core curriculum: from institutional to national-Ankara University experience . Medical 
Teacher 26(4): 295- 298, June 2004.  
 
Arda B: Human rights in medical ethics education. Journal of the International Association of 
Medical Science Educators 14(1): 5-7, 2004. .(Les droits humains dans la formation en ethique 
medicale.  French version of the same article JIAMSE 14: 5-7, 2004 ) 
 
Arda B, Aydın E: Abortion policy in Turkey: Current ethical attitudes.  Medicine and Law 
23(3):  665-670,  September 2004.  
 
Arda B: Ethical respects of biotechnology and the case of Turkey, Journal of International 
Biotechnology and Law 1(5): 210-214, 2004. 
 
 
Arda B: A model from Turkey on the history of the health sciences as seen from the point of 
view of scientific societies and their contributions – The Guest House Society. Vesalius Vol IX 
(1): 38 – 40, June 2003. 
 
Arda B: A case report. Informed Consent, UNESCO, Ed. Amnon Carmi, pp.7-8, 2003. 
 
 
Arda B: How should physicians approach a hunger strike? Bulletin of Medical Ethics. 2002 
Sep;(181):13-8. 
 
Özyurda F, Dokmeci F, Palaoğlu Ö, Arda B: The role of interactive training skills courses in 
medical education at the Ankara University School of Medicine. Teaching and Learning in 
Medicine 14(3): 189 - 193,  2002. 
 
 
Arda B: Evaluation of  Research  Ethics Committees in Turkey. Journal of Medical Ethics 
26(6): 459 - 461, December 2000. 
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